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T A 1 

S E R M O 
© PREACHED BEFORE THE 

HonoraBLE COUN CIL, 

| AND THE HONORABLE 4 

| HOUSEos REPRESEN TATIVES, | 


| 
| 
er Phe | 


| 
STATE of the Mass AcHUsETTS- BAT, | 


 NeEw-ENGLAND. 
AT BOSTON 
MAY 29, 1777. 


ENO THE ANNIVERSARY FOR THE ELECTION 
OF THE HONORABLE COUNCIL, 


By SAMUEL. WEBSTER, A. N. 4 


PAS TOR oF A cu 1N SALISBURY, 


40 Let Gop ariſe, let his Enemies be ſcattered: Let 
them alſo that hate him fl-e before him.“ 


4 As ſmoke is driven away, fo drive them away: As 
wax melteth before the fire, fo let the wicked 
periſh at the preſence of Cop.“ 


£ But let the righteous be glad: Let them rejoice be- 
fore God, yea let them exceedingly rejoice.” 
PSALM LXVIII. beginning. 


0 N 5 
Pa2xNTED BY EDES & GILL, IN QUEEN-CTREET 
M. p.: Rx vA. 


STATE or MASSACHUSETTS- BAT. 


In the Houſe ee 
May 28, . 


\N Motion, Ordered, That Mr. Simp- 
ſon, Capt. Greenleaf, Capt. Howard, 
Mr. Jeffries and Mr. Wendell, be a Com- 
mittee to wait on the Reverend Mr. WEB“F 


'STER, and return him the Thanks of the 


Houſe for his SERMON preached before 
the General Aſſembly this Day : And de- 


5 ſire a Copy for the Preſs. 


A true Extract from the Minutes. 


FREEM AN, Clerk. 


AN 
ELECTI ON-SERMON, 


] Cononarulaty the General Aſembly 

of this State, this day convened in the city 
of their ancient ſolemnities l congratu- 
late this capital, whom the Lord hath de- 
Hivered out of the hands ef the enemy 
I congratulate this reſpectable audience, on 
the liberty of meeting here again, with 
ſafety on this important anniverſary, to 
acknowledge the Lord God of our fathers, 
and to ſeek his directien and bleſſing on 
our political affairs to be this day tranſ- 
acted, 


And 


. 61 


And with the divine leave and aſſiſtance, 


Mall diſcourſe to you on thoſe words of 


holy writ, wh! ch you may lind in the 
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A "KIN Chapter of EZEKIEL, 

part of the Sth, together with the 9th verſe, 

Aud my princes ſhall no more oppreſs 
my people. And the reſt of the land Dall 
they give to the houſe of Lſracl, accord- 
mg to their tribes, | 


Thus faith the Lord Gad, let at ſuffice you 
O princes of Iſrael : remove violence aud 
ſpoil, and execute judgment and juſlice ; 


take away your exactions from my people, 
faith the Lord Ged. 


IS happy, that we have in the 
holy ſcriptures divine directions 
to ede the conduct of all 
ranks : nothing lefs than the au- 


tharity of God can do this, to any purpoſe. 
Bur 


1 5 


But, when God ſpeaks, before. whom 
prince and peaſant ſtand upon a parr, me- 


thinks, all, from-the loweſt to the higheſt, . 


muſt lien with a ſacred veneration ! 


| Indeed, as God docs not now direct his 
VOICE immediately to us, we mult not coun- 
terfeit it, and ſay— he Lord Jaith—when 
the Lord hath not ſpoken. But yet, in 
fimilar circumſtances, we may, by analogy, 
take the ancient voice of God, as directed 
to us. This is the uſe we are to make of 
a great part of the old teſtament, 


Let us keep this in mind and, I truſt, we 
ſhall find that we are not unconcerned in 
the words now read to you. 


They were ſpoken at a time when there 


was a general corruption of manners ; 
princes and people conſpiring to provoke 
God to anger, and to bring down his 


e 


And, if we look over the prophets, we 
fall find that the rulers were peculiarly 
guilty : the princes were become mighty 
oppreſſors : and, when foreign enemies 
attacked them, unnatural; joined, and con- 
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ſpired their ruin ! This was a crime of the 
higheſt nature ! For, nothing can be more 
aggravated than for the ſhepherds to miſ- 
lead and butcher the flock they were ſet to 
defend and feed ! And the guardians of the 


public zntereſts, to turn traitors and aſſaſſins 
to them that raiſed them to their high pla- 


ces, ! 


To the princes and rulers, therefore, 
who were too big to hear any other, the 
God of Heaven ſpeaks i in my text, and ſome 
preceediug and following verſes. 


Ordering, that the rulers ſhould have a 
reaſonable portion laid out round their 
cities, by the ſide of the portion of the 
prieſis, which was laid out by meaſure. 


And then that the reſt of the land, as in 


the text, ſhould be divided among the peo- 
pic as their inheritance. 


And then, ſays God—my princes Dall 
no more oppreſs. That is Thus prince and 
people ſhall know their own, and enjoy 
their own : And the princes ſhall make no 


more cncroachments upon the people's 


rights or poſſeſſions ; which e are as ſacred as 
theirs. 
. 


T9 7, 
Typus Jaith the Lord Let it ſuffice you O 
Princes of Iſrael: remove violence and ſpoil, 


and execute judgment and juſtice, take away 


your exactions Ow my peaple, ſaith the Lord 
God. SEE 


As if be had ſaid —— Who is be that 
will not hear, when the Lord of heaven 
ſpeaks ? It concerns all the pronces and ru- 
lers of the world to liſten, for God, God, I 
fay, ſpeaks ! It is enough O princes and ru- 
{ers and more than enough, that ye have 
done already, in oppre//ing and abuſing thoſe 

whom you were bound by every tie to pro- 
ect and make happy! Ceaſe your violence 
then, make no more /poil upon my people! 
But let pudgment and juſtice be impartially 
executed, that all may have the benefit of 


it: and put an end to your extravagant ex- 


actions: and henceforth , let taxes and tri- 
bute be requir'd only in proportion to the 
neceſſity of the public affairs, and not to 


ſupport your own luxury or defend your un- 
righteous claim: f 


Now, fram this, rulers may learn ſome- 
thing what is the w1// of God concerning 
them ; and the people ſomewhat . of their 
duty to them, And all may be led to 

ws "i mourn 
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mourn. over the mighty oppreſſions of the 
carth, and to pray and hope for deliverance 


in God's time. 


Let me therefore beg the attention of 
this honourable audience, while, in the fear 
of God, and with a due reſpe& to my nu- 


merous ſuperiours, I diſcourſe in the fol- 


lowing manner. 


Firſt. Conſider, very briefly the duty of 


princes and rulers to the people. 
2dly. The duty of people to their rulers, 
zdly. Take a brief view of the opprefſrons 


of the rulers of the world. 


4thly. Enquire, haw it comes to paſs that 
fuch multitudes of mankind ſuffer themſelves 


to be thus grievouſly oppreſs'd, by a few of 
their fellow men. 


$thly. Confider, how contrary this ic to 
the will * Go. 


billy. Tuft hint to the 3 at ſome 
things, which ſcem to me moſt likely to guard 
againſi tyranny in their rulers, 1 


J 
And fnally, confi; ider, a moment, the hap- 


_ pineſs of abbot when oppreſſors ſhall ceaſe, 
and they whe rule aver men [hall be Jul | 


ruling m the your e God. 


I. Then, 7 ſhall very briefly -ondilie the 


duly of princes and rulers ta the people. 


Now as to old. faſhion'd key hacks 
ney'd to the ways of the world, the voice 
from heaven cries to them to oppreſs no 
more. It cries moſt ſolemnly in my text. 
But as ſuch rulers hear neither God nor 


man, we have no immediate buſineſs with 


them ! And God grant we never may. 


Tis other kind of magiſtrates with whom 


we have to do; cheſen by the people (as all 
lawful magiſtrates are) to defend them a- 


paint thoſe 3 wolves, which have 


een devourigg them. 


And, their duty is to exert themſelves! in 


watching over and defending them, with 


unwearied diligence ; leſt they give the peo- 
ple room to ſay, that pawer is to be truſted 
with no body, and ſo are put out of con- 


ccit of all government, and run into anar- 
chy and confuſion, 


"tha 
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In the firſt place, (where the conftitution 
3s diſſolv'd): their duty is (with the aſſent of. 
the people) to frame the moſt Juſt and equi- 
able conſtitution; calculated, in the beſt. 
manner which human wiſdom can deviſe, 

to anſwer the great and only deſiga of go- 
vernment, the /ecurity of the lives, liberty, 
and property of the people. 
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For, though, where the magiſtrates and 
people are. generally virtuous, the people 
it may be tolerably happy under. almoſt any 
conſtitution, or indeed without any. Yet, 


i EY as the world is, a good conflitution | is by no. 
= - means to be diſregarded ; but is the firſt 
p foundation to be laid for the happinefs of 
jb the people ; ; and of great importance. 


2. The making and ctabliſhing of good 
dau, is another important duty of theirs. 


And it is a rare happineſs W Ml 
they have it in their power to begin all a- 
new, and revi/e and correct the whole code, 
and fix every thing on the ſtable baſis of 
perfect equity. 


And, here Let no man make a law, 
which in the exeiciſe of virtue, he ould! 


not willingly ſubmit to. | 
3 Wits 


1 18 J. 


3. Wiſe and virtuous men muſt in the 
next place be appointed to every - impor» 
tant office, that the laws may be n 
and impartially executed. BY | 


— » 


Without this, all the unn in he warld 
will anſwer no good end : but government 
will be deſpis*d, and vice and di/order reign 
and rage. Under the beſt conſtitutien, the: 
wicked will walk an every fide, when the 
vileſt men are exalted, Let me therefore; 
conjure by all that is ſacred thaſe who have: 
thele appaintments in their bands, never, 
never, to let this be ſeen in our land! Theſe; 
hints muſt ſuffice at preſent. And [ proceeds, 


II. Av briefly, To 4 der the duty 7 _ 
ple to their rulers, 


It ſeem'd meet to mention the duty of 
rulers firſt, becauſe the. duty of the people. 
reſults from their honeſt diſcharge of it. 
And, if the rulers grolſsly negle& their du- 


3 ty, ſo as to fail of anſwering the end of 
their inſtitution, eſpecially if they play the 
tyrant and deſtroy what they were appoint- 
ed to preſerve, common ſenſe. teaches, and: 
1 we all. agree, that they forfcit all obedience: 
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The renown'd and anvelloae” emperor 
Tren order'd that the very prayers for 
him, ſhould be condztional— if he obſerves 
the laws —if he govern as be ought —if he 
make the people happy. The light of na- 


ture n him this. 


And yet, we ought to conſider magif- 


trates as men, and make allowance for. hu- 


man frailties and miſtakes. And therefore, 
if they mean hone/tly and in any tolerable 
meaſure anſwer the end of their advance- 
ment, eſpecially if they diſcharge their du- 
ty, wiſely and faithfully, the people's duty 
to them cannot. be diſpenſed with, any 
more than other dutics, on LPs of eternal 
damnation. 


In ſuch cafes they arc bound not only 
by fear of wrath, but for conſcience ſake. 
For ſuch an ordinance of man is God's ordis 
mance allo, 


Bur, depend upon it, 10 government 7 
God's ordinance, but that which is for the. 
good of mankind : it would be the groſſeſt 
onion on the divine goodneſs to ſuppoſe 
it! 5 I think, but little ſhorr of blaß 


But, 


Phemy . 


IF 
But, to Fs rulers the people owe 
1. Honor and reſpect. 'Tis abſurd to 
ſuppoſe the people ſhould chooſe thoſe to 
lead and defend them, who are not thought 


worthy of theſe by the electors ! How ab- 
ſurd then to deny it! 


2. Obedience. For the people to chooſe 
men to be rulers and call them ſo ; and not 
readily obey them, when acting in charac- 
ter, is to make themſelves contemptible. 


3. Tribute, is dug: i in order to their ho- 
norable ſupport, and to carry on the great 
affairs of government. | 


As no man goeth a warfare at big 0Wn 
charges, ſo tis abſurd to expect magiſtrates 
to devote themſelves to the public, with- 
out an adequate reward for their important 
ſerviee. 


And, at ſome ſeaſons, when all lies at 

Rake, it is impoſſible but taxes and tribute 
muſt run high. And, when neceſſary, they 
ſhould be 1.57 paid, unleſs they out- run 
all the benefit, which can hardly be, where 
property, liberty and liſe, are all at ſtake to- 
gether 1 To talk of as in ſuch a caſe, 
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Is to dream. For till it be determined 
_ Whether we 1 any thing or not, what 


1 is e Mence to us? 
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„ Another duty of the people, is to de- 
Hud their magiſtrates, in time of danger, 
againſt all attempts of bloody men. 


In times of danger, like the preſent, 
whether we conſider it or not, they, and 
all cher, who go foremoſ?, are peculiat 
marks of the enemies vengeance : and 
therefore every mati in whoſe cauſe they 
act, is bound in honor and conjcience to ſtand 
by and defend them. 


And, how ſhocking a crime, how dif- 
graceful to humanity, would it be to de- 
ſert them, (the moſt honorable Prefident of 
our Congreſs, and our incomparable Gene- 
ral, for example) and leave them to fall a 
lacrifice to the fury of the enemy ! Should 
we be capable of ſuch meanneſs, we ſhould 
never deſerve to have another friend ? But 
I Proceed 8 


III. To tale a brief wi view of the oppreſſions 
of the rulers of the world, © 


To 


1 "3 


1 


To 8 to give a . hiſtory 
of this, would be a\moſt the lame thiog as 


to give the hiſtory of the world, from Cain 


to Nimro1, and from him to Nebuchaluez- 
zar, and from him to Alexander, and from 


him to Juſtus Cæſar, ary Frome. Julius to 
George ! 


Mor . any, 5 have 1 common 
feelings of humanity, bear the Wh ſtory. 


without growing almoſt iff with horror ! 


For, its almoſt one OY ſcene of 
cruelty, blood and OAT © 


Thoſe ka have never felt the 8 


of cheſe oppreſſions, nor enter'd much iato 


the hiltory of them, can form no. idea of 
them! | | 35 


Men are, to cheir ſhame, in general, 
too much tyrants to one another. 1 wiſh 
the preſent day were not, to the gricf of 
all good men, too much a witneſs wo this, 
while we are all ſoffering together unpar- 
rallel'd oppreſſions from che common 
Enemy! 


But, vile as theſe things Wo are 


all as nothing compared with what has 
been done by the great oppre//ars of the 
| G carih, 
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earth, who were entruſted with power by 
the people to defend them from the /:tthe 
oppreſſors. The ſword of juſtice was put 
into their hands, but behold they ſoon 
turned it into a ſword of oppreſſion ; and 
made their little finger thicker than all their 
loins of whom the people were afraid. 


And fo, in a multitude of inſtances, the 
remedy has prov'd unſpeakably worſe than 


the diſeaſe ! 


The buſineſs of all in power is to de- 
fend the lives, liberties and property of the 
people: And they have no other buſineſs: 
And yet cvery one of theſe have the great 
tyrants of the world invaded ! they have 
not only robb'd and poi d, them of their 
property by their violent exactiont and by 
engaging them in needleſs wars, to gratify 


their own luft, ambition and avarice! but 


at length roſe to ſuch a pitch of arrogance, 
as to claim the people and all they had as 
their property, to be diſpos'd of at their 
pleaſure, as if all the people were made 
for them and not they for the people 


One would think this was tyranny and 
Haverly compleat ' And yet they 
have 
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have gone further ſtill. | Being 
intoxicated with power, they have 
ſometimes butcher'd the poor people like 


roaring lions and raging bears, and far 


beyond! They have dope what thele never 
did! They have burnt Towns and Cities, 


and depopulated Countries ; which they 


were bound to protect: And fortur'd 
thoſe from whom they receiv'd their power 
and ſupport ; and torn out their entrails 
with helliſh cruelty, from whom came 
their crowns and diadems, their purple 
raiment and their ſuptuous fare 7 


Were it not a day in which al! the ma 
muſt be ſummon'd up in every ſoul—who 


could refrain from tears? 


It would be eaſy, if the time would per- 
mit, to exemplify all theſe ſeveral kinds of 
oppreſſion, a thouſand times over, in the 
civil hiſtory of the world. But I ſhall 
confine mylelf to a few hints from the 


K Hiftory, that moſt are word. 


See then the ſpirit of a tyrant in the 
haughty meſſage of Benhadal to the king 
of iſrael, (1 Kings, 20 ) Thy filver aud 
en "nk xs mine, thy wives alſo and thy 

children, 


L 2% 
children, even the goodlieft, are mine. 1 
wall ſend my ſervants, and whatſoever 
zs pleaſant in thine eyes, they ſhall take away ! 


One would 2 this was Lucifer lon of 
the m orning : 
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Lock alſo 3 into Exypt and ſee is: the 
tyrant oppreſv'd the poor lraclites, whoſe 
anceſtors had ſav'd the land! But all was 
forgotten, and they were made the vie 
Haves and drudges ! and their very groans 
and petitions (like ours) became crimes ; 
and 8 inftcad of hghtning their 
burdens ! Till at length, ſhocking to think 
of, every male child was order'd to be 
0 | murder d as ſoon as born ! And they had 
no deliverance, till Heaven heard their 
cry and took verigeance on their opprefs 


lors! 
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Another tene you have in the book 
of EI ber : Where Haman the haughty fa- 
wour:te 110 prime miniſter to Ahaſuerus, 
being offended at one Hong Jew, for 
want of a little ceremony or Homage; in 
his rage, procur'd a decree of the 9 mo- 
arch, to make a gencral maſſacre of his 

hole nation: which, becauſe of a ſtupid 
cuſtom in that empire, Never to repeal a 
royal. 
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royal cdict, was hardly Mw being 
put in exceution ! Who can think of it 


without horror l 


And what a monſter was Nahaſh the 
Ammonite, (See 1 Sam. xi.) who, when 
the men of Jabeſh Gilead offer'd to ſubmit 
to him upon terms—ſcorning all terms — 
anſwer'd— On this condition will I make 
covenant with you, that 1 may tbr out all 
Dour right eyes. 

Can buman nature be thus Jebas d? 

(Was this a man or a beat!) 


The kings of "FT furniſh us with 


another complicated inſtance from Ne- 


buchadnezzar to thcir fall; at which bell 


is repreſented as moved at their coming— 
and ſaying I this the man that made 
the earth to tremble, that did ſhake King- 
aoms? That made the world a wilderneſs, 
and deſtroyed the cities thereof? And the 
whole earth is repreſented as at reſt and 
quiet when he was dead, and as breaking 


forth into ſinging. (See Uaiah xiv.) where 
this great oppreflor, this Luciſer fon of the 
morning is moſt livelily painted out, ano in 
-a manner that might well make 80 * | 


rant on earth tremvic | . 


Another 
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Another awful inſtance, (and the laſt 
I ſhall mention) is that of the crue/ and 
bloody Herod, (Mat. ii.) who murder'd 
all the little innocents of Bethlehem and 

: the coaſts adjacent, in a fit of jealouſy and 
rage which ſeems to be the utmoſt that 
human nature is capable ef! But I muſk 
forbear—and proceed, 
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IV. To conſiaer, a moment, how it 
comes to paſs, that ſuch multitudes of man- 
hind ſuffer themſelves to be thus grievouſly 
oppręſs d by a few of their fellow-men. 


That ſo many millions of men all over 
the world ſhould be brought into bondage 
to one or to a few ; and kept under it after 
they have endur'd every inſult, abuſe and 
torment, which man can inflict; if the fact 


| was not notorious, would ſeem abſolutely 
incredible 
[ No man denies but that originally all 


were equally free. Men did not purchaſe 
their freedom, nor was it the grant of kings, 
nor from charter, covenant, or compact, 
nor in any proper ſenſe from man: But 
from God. They were born free, 
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But, behold, fin reign'd and diſturbd 
the peace of men : And then tyrants 
preſently began to reign alſo: Like our 
cloathing they are the mark of loſt inno- 
cence. The people truſting too much po- 
er in the hands of ſome to wefend them, 
they preſently uſed it to oppre/s them. 


So long as men were virtuous, they ei- 
ther had no rulers, or choſe the wife and 
good. But either theſe degenerated, being 
intoxicated with too much power ; or the 
people were governed by their luſts in 
chooſing, and choſe bed men : And then 
what wonder that theſe prov'd tyrants and 
govern'd by their luſts. 


To trace this a little more particularly. 
Groſs ignorance and /{oth in the peo- 
ple muſt lay the foundation. Ignorance is 


as much the mother of ſlavery as of popiſe 
devotion. 


If the body of the ET” become ſo 
ignorant as not to know the bounds of the 
magiſtrates lawful authority or their own 
Juft rights, how eaſily may the prerogative 


Z frac, and the people's rights inva- 
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1 if . FE 1 are choſen, 


they are too /luggi/h to attend the choice, 
or keep no careful watch over thoſe that 


are in power, or, thro' inexcuſeable indo- 


lence, will not exert themſelves till *tis too 
late; ; who can wonder at this evH's creep: 
ing 3 


A gain. . All intemperance and en 
ery lead to this. For they ſoon eat out 
the heart, the ffrength, the courage of a 
people ; and ſo prepare them to fall a prey 
to, thoſe who will invade their rights. 
IT, % alſo, it is certain, has had, 


and ſtill has, a great rh 1n this great 
—_— . .-: 5. 


Some chooſe a tyrant becauſe they want 
poſts under him, in which they may ſhare. 
65 him in eaſe and luxury. Or they are 
directly %% d to put thoſe into authority 


who buy them, becauſe they deſign to fell 


them again. And when the people are fo 
covelous and venal as to Fel themſelves 


firſt, how can they wonder if they are put 


to ſale again by thoſe who bought them? 
When therefore this kind of bribery be- 
comes common, if we had not ſo many 

4 cxamples 


Xp} 


examples | in the hiſtory of the world to 
prove it, onr reaſon would teach us that 
flavery and rutn muſt be at the door. 


Further, his great evil is partly owing to 
the craft and ſubrilly uſed by thoſe in power. 


Power, eſpecially over- grown power, 
whets the ambition and ſets all the witts 
to work to enlarge it. And therefore 
encroachments on the people's liberties are 
not generally made all at once, but fo 
gradually as hardly to be perceived by the 
leſs watchful ; and all plaiſtered over, it 
may be, with ſuch plauſible pretences, 
that before they are aware of the ſnare, 


they ars taken and cannot dilintangle 
themſelves. 


Theſe, theſe, no doubt are the roots of 
this great evil; not to mention congueſts 
made by force, upon an inoffen{ive peo- 
ple, which, I am clear gives no right: 
but yet againſt which there is at preſent 
no remedy but force. 


But, it may be aſked——Why don't 
the multitude % and Sake off — yoke, 
when they find it intolerable? The anſ- 
wer is caly— 
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. always ſupport themſelves 
with landing armies ! And if poſ- 
ſible the people are diſarmed, or 18550 


the militza neglected and kept low, and 


the chief ruler at the head of all the: mili- 
tary force. And, when it is come to this, 
it is extremely difficult for them to unite 


in ſufficient bodies to effect their deliver- 


ance. But, if they would vnite, nothing. 
nothing, could ſtand before them. So 
that in a word the want of union, the want 
of union, is the ruin of the world. For 
want of this thoſe noble ſpirits who would, 
riſque all to be free, are forced to fit down 
in chains 


When therefore we ſee in a manner, 
the whole world, except theſe American 
States, groaning under the moſt abject 


aver, with fo few Jſucceſs/ul-attempts to 


deliver themſelves, how fup4 muſt we 
be, if we do not exert ourſelves to the ut- 
moſt to ſave ourſclves from falling into 
this remedileſs eſtate, this bottomleſs gull 
of miſery. 


But I muſt not enlarge. But proceed, 


V. To conſider, how contrary this is to 


the wall of God, 


Now. 
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Now a little attention to the nature of 
God, and to his revealed will, may fully 
ſatisfy us that it is the 'abominable thing 
which bis ſoul hateth. 


It may ſaffice to dee, his bolineſs 
and goodneſs.” Can his holineſs - poſſibly 
approve of oppreſſ don and murders, which 
are the groſſeſt fins of men? Can it ſee 
millions and millions butchered by theſe 
Bloody men without indignation : : [mpoſlible ! 4 


And as to his goodneſs, who will under- 
take to reconcile the approbation of human 
miſery and butchery with this divine per- 
fection? There is none good, but one; 
ſays Chriſt, and that zs God: And yet 
no man of common benevolence can think 
of this without abhorrence! How then. 
muſt our heavenly Father abhor it! 
And, revelation abacdantly confirms it. 


When God gave a model of gover _ 
to his favourite people, he contrived i 
with exquiſite art, to guard againſt 5 
and oppreſſion; and laid the moſt perfect 
foundation, which was ever laid, for real 
and perpetual freedom. This, I think, muſt 
be clear to every judicious eye who {hall 


take a thoro' view of it, which J have not 
now time for, Bat 
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But one thing I would juſt mention, 
Which, ſo far as I know, is peculiar to that 
divine model of government And that 
is— That by forbidding u/zry. and even 
intereſt upon money lent to the poor, and 
appointing the gear of Jubilee, when both 
ſervants and lands were to be releaſed, 
Havery was directly prevented, and remote- 
ly all tyranny and” opprayt on. 


And. had not it been for the Jews 8 
neſs. in inſiſting to have their wiſe and hap- 
2 government changed into a monarchy, I 
am perſuaded, the world would have ſeen 


more of the excellency of that divine con- 


ſtitution by the fruits. 


I need only add, that no fin is ſpoken 
of with more deteſtation, from one end 
of the bible to the other, than oppre/ſion, 
or more awfully threatned. And. wicked 
rulers are compared to fierce and ravenous 
beajts,or to bulls of Baſhan, roaring lions and 
raging bears, &c. (See Amos iv. 1. and 
Prov. xxviii. 15, 16.) So that I need not 
enlarge, but proceed, 


VI. Tuft to hint to the Prop at ſims 
things which ſeem to me mojt likely to guard 
again tyranny in their rulcrs, 
Now 


li 29 * 
Now if T may, without archi 


ſhew my opinion, in a matter ſo much 
aN me. I would ay— 


* Let the people by all means en- 
courage Schools and colleges, and all the 
means of learring and knowledge, it they 
would. guard againſt Havery. For a wiſe 
a knowing and-a learned people, are the leaſt 
likely of any in the world. to be enſlaved... 


2. Let them do all in their power to 
ſuppreſs vice and promote religion and vir- 
tue. For, beides their natural efficacy, 1 
am perſuaded no people were ever yet given 
vp by God to /lavery, till they had firſt 
given themſelves up to wic letineſt. ; 


3. Let only men of integrity be entruſ- 
ted by you with any power, I think pow- 
er-is much ſafer in their hands than in 
men of greater abilities, but who are wants 
ing 1 in this aſſential point. 


Let not 200 much power be truſted in 
the hands of any. It may hurt them, and 
then they may hurt the public. Or if it 
ſeem neceſſary in ſome critical time (like 
the preſent) to lodge great power in ſome 
Hand or hands, let it be for a linited vin, 

| an 


T0 


and the power renewed annually, if there 
is occaſion. TE begs Ca eDbo Suro 


F. Let elections of the Legiſlators be 
frequent ; and let bribery and corruption 
be guarded againſt to the utmoſt. Me- 
thinks, thoſe who are guilty of theſe ſhould 
be forever rendered incapable of any place 
of power or truſt; and this by a funda- 
mental law of the conſtitution. 8 


6. Let the militia be kept under the 
| beſt regulation, and be made re/petable. 
This will be a great ſecurity a great many 
ways. JFF 


7, Let flanding armies be only for ne- 
ce//ity and for a limited time. For, when 
corrupted, they have been the ruin of ma- 
ny a country's liberty, 


8. Let theſe armies never be put under 
the abſolute power of any magiſtrate in 
time of peace, fo as to act in any cauſe, 
till that caz/e is approved by the ſenate and 
people. | 


9. Let monopolies, and. al! kinds and 
degrees of oppre/jron be carefully guarded 
againſt, They are dangerous to the peace 


of 


E 
of a. people, and they are dangerous 


to their /iberties ! I am miſtaken if the 
| preſent time does not prove it. 


10. Let a . watch be ka: and if 
any is found gro/sly and notoriouſly exceed- 
ing the limits of his power, methinks, it 
ſhould be a ſtanding invariable rule never 
to truſt him with any power more. 


Finally, Let the powers and preroga- 
lives of the rulers and the rights and pri- 
viledges of the people, be determined with 
as much preciſion as poſlible, that all may 
know their limits. And where there is 
any diſpute, /et nothing be done, till it is 
ſettled by the people, who are the foun- 
tain of power. | 


But forbear, ah Abe theſs 8 
which I only offer to confideration, as a 


friend to liberty & to mankind. And L haſten, 


| Laſtly, To conſe ger a moment the hap- 
pine/s of mankind, when oppreſſors ſhall 


ceaſe, and they who rule over men are juſt, 


ruling 1 mn the fear of God. 


That ſach an happy day ſhould come 
to bis people, ſeems to be N by God, 
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in the Text. And it ſcems promiſed to 
the world in many paſſages, (which I have 
not now time to mentien. ) And, who that 
ſees the preſent melancholly ſtate of the 
world, but muſt wi/h and pray and even 
loag for the glorious day. For, then the 
moſt perfect models of government will 
be adopted, when, I doubt not, - more 
regard will be had to the ſpirit of the di- 
vine model given to Hrael than ever yet 
has been. And then a juſt and equitable 
body of laws will be itt which can 
oppreſs no man, except by accident: 
which laws (with great deference to thoſe 
before whom I ſpeak) at leaſt the Junda- 
mental ones, methinks, ſhould by all means 
be plain and conciſe as poſlible ; or they 
cannot in reaſon-be bindirig on the body 
of the people : for they cannot know 
them. | 


Apain. The 1 10 and beſt men will 
be appointed to fill every department: and 


fo none will Hurt or deftroy ; mnolence and 
epprefſſion will ceaſe ; their officers will be 
peace and their exaftors righteouſneſs. 
And fo jufhice and judgment will ran down 
the ſtreets as a river in an uninterrupted 

courſe, 


44 


\ 


{ 


4 * | 
[ : | 
| 1 
1 


E 
courſe, and righteouſneſs be as the wave} 
of the ſea, ſucceſſive and perpetual, 


And, then, © happy day, every man 

will enjoy the freedom of a man, eat the 

Fruit of his labour, and lie down and riſe 
up and walk by the way, and have none 
to diſturb him or make him afraid. In 

a word, the people will fee} themſelves 
happy, and ſo cannot fail to honor their 5 
rulers, and pay them tribute, and diſcharge --— 
their whole duty to them. For a peoplc 
made happy by their rulers, can never, I 
believe, be raiſed into a general tumult 
againſt them, or groſsly negle& their duty 
to them. | e ola” We 


But, the time would fail me to expati- 
ate ; and if you live to ſee this glorious 
day, you will not want to have it deſcrib- 
ed. „ | 


— it. 8 9 my Oe At? 


I ſhall conclude with ſome Addreſſes. 
And, 1. To the General Aſſembly, this 


day coavened. 


Honoured civil Fathers, 


Me rejoice that we yet ſee our rulers, 
at a time when our enemies propheſied we 
ſhould be all anarchy and confuſion. And 
„ E. that 
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that we fee ho cauſe to addreſs you in the 
language of the text: But may without 
flattery ſay, we ſee the day when (human 
frailties excepted, ) our officers are peace and 
our exactors righteouſneſs : And we rejoice 
in the government over us. 


There are thoſe, J am fonfible, who all 
15 up their elaim of authority over us, 
under whom we ſuffered ſuch unexampled 
oppre//rms and miſeries as made their yoke, 
intolerable ! And they are ſtill like the 
roarmg lion and raging bear! 


The words of my text nicks with great 
propriety be ſounded in their cars. Thus 
Jauh the Lord, Let it ſuffice you, 0 


Princes, remove violence and ſpoil, and exe- 


ente judgment and juſtice, take away 


your axattions from my people, ſaith the 
Lord God. 


But alas, alas, they are deaf to the uni- 
ted voice of this oppreſſed land They 
are deaf to the voice of God himſelf.— 
And therefore the united voice of the land 
w_ ſaid I hat portion have we in the 

ng of the Tiles ? What inheritance in the 
7 of our fore fathers ? See to thine own 


Bouſe, O thou great opprefor 4 


And 


* 3 


And to you now, O our civil F ab here. 
we look under God, to defend us againſt 


their bloody deſigns. e bluſh and 


mourn that any are 10 ett mal od abandon- 
ed, as to counteract you in your cndeaveurs 
to ſave the land l who ſcem to deſire to 
return back to Zgypt and to bondage, and 
to be ready to take their butchers for their 
guardian an. their murderers. for -their 
RE Si 5 þ 


4 


But. wile bbmitiffening, 2s union is 
glorious ; and one would think the un- 
heard of barbarity of the enemy mult bid 
fair to make it more compleat. 


& #7 ww + . 33 w& +17 


Be not therefore diſmayed ; but do your 
utmoſt, we entreat you, to defend the land, 
and reſtore it's tranguility*: And, in a word, 


to make the people wi/e, virtuous and hap- 


pe And, affuredly, all generations will 
then riſe up and call you bleſſed. _ 


And as to the affairs of this day, Lee 
me 10 entreat every one concerned, 
conſider the great importance of a 11 
and good choice at this criſis of our afſairs; 
and therefore do nothing by parxtiality, 
but in the fear of God, and with a ſingle 
eye to his glory and the belt ſervice of this 
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bleeding land! But, what am I ſaying ? 
When weare all embarked in one common 
cauſe, and that the moſt important that 
ever any people were engaged in, and all 
lies at ſtake, ſure we may ſpare our words 
and leave this matter with all ſafety in 
your hand- you cannot be wanting. 
Forgive me that I have ſpoken.” Wishing 
vou therefore, and the Honorable” Council 
to be elected, the divine preſence, direction 
and bling this day and eyermore, with all 
due reſpect, I take my leave of you. But 
may we meet at laſt in a better world, 
where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
the weary are . 


4 2. Let me e eh in 3 Fen, 
words, to this Capital. 


” * 
7 F p 


Your paſt diſtreſſed ſi pai, your. aka 
miraculous preſervation and deliverance, ex- 
torts this from me, out of the uſual mode. 


Scarch, I pray you, and ſee wherefore it 
was that theLord bath dealt thus with you.” 


* + 


I know indeed, that your forwardneſs, 
in the pubic cauſe was what provoked the: 
enemy: But ſec, I beſcech you what it 
was. that provpked God to ſuffer it. And 

amend what is amiſs. 


And 


TW} 
And be very thankful to God for fo 
wonderful. a deliverance, and render unto 


him ——— to PO ng, MI rex 


ccived. 2 Wes, * 


Upon the ot. lens 1 piay you the 
language of Ezra, (Ezra ix. 13, 14) And 
after all that is come upon us—ſeeing that 
thou our God haſt puniſhed 1 ts than 
our iniquities deſerve, and 2 Ziven us, 
uch deliverance as this, ſhould wwe og din 
break thy commaltdnltntd, ,—wouldeft thou 
not be angry with us till thou hadft conſumed . 
ut, ſo that there , be no, renmant nor 


eſcaping, Fa 231181. SG Tyr + 4 419”: + n . 1 


Our cardia wiſh Ab pre 18, "that 
this capital may ever tad in all irlak, 
and be preſerved and bleſſed, and made in 
all reſpcets the glory of this hand. — 1 4 
Finally. Let me in 2 few words addreſs 
this whole people. 3763}, ie 


0 my brethren, God's 8. . are pom! 
abroad in all the land, and be juſtly expects 
that we learn righteouſneſs : : How melan- 
cholly is it that we ſce no moro of it | 


LY 


Many are /ighing and crying for the abo- 
 minations which are, yet found in the 


midſt of us; ard particularly for the pri- 
vate opprefſioas of it. No- 
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W nothing can be, more un- 


feem)y, tl than, to oppre/s ane another, while 
we are all groaning under public oppreſ- 


Jon, of the exzmy, and crying to God and 
"From 


man for help! Baniſh it, baniſh it, 

the, land, I pray you. On my knees 
would 1 gladly beg this of yew could: I 
woe chereby 10 prevail. F 


„And let ei there. be no TY 1 pray Jeu, 
detween "town and country, for we are all 
ret bret, members. of, one body. And, 

neither can 5 —1 have no need of you. 


Bleſſed be God, there is a ſoiciency in 
the land, of the n ee of life; arid 
if ſomebody i is not wanting, all the. poor 


may be ſupplied. And as to many, if not 


r foreign articles of great importance. 
there is undoubtedly a conſiderable ſup- 
ply. How then comes it to paſs, that 
ch mutual jealouſies ſhould ariſe, as to 
make an artificial ſcarcity where we all 
know there is none ? For Gods ſake, don t 
jet vs counterfeit a ſcarcity leſt he bring. 2 
real one! But, let town and country open 
their Stores and their hands, and, to the 
utmoſt of their power, ſupply each other; 
for the continuance cf this ſtrife will be 


very diſhonourable to both, and be very 


Þurtſul, if not ruinout, to the common 
cauſe . Sn” 


1 

A little condeſtention and good nature, 
on both ſides, would eaſily fer all to rights. 
And they who go foremoſt in rectifying 
this matter, will be the moſt honorable, 
let who Would begin r. 


And, as all depends upon the divine 
preſence and bleſſing, let us do our utmolt 
to engage them by earneſt prayer and ſup- 
plication ; yea and by turning every one 
from his eml way and from the violence 
that is in his hands (as the king of Nine- 
veh well expreſſed it) who knows but 
the Lord will think upon us for good, that 
we periſh not? Yea more, I doubt not, 
that upon this the Lord will be with us 
and maintain our righteous cauſe, againſt 
at RFI Ranon. i OO ETD 

We have ſeen abundance of the gaodnefs 
of Gad already, amidſt all our calamities. 
And our enemies have been many a time 
diſappointed, and fretted, and gnaſhed their 
teeth. Give God the glory of all his fat- 

vations. „„ 


And let the counſel of the Lord be ac- 
ceptable to the land: And let them whol- 
ly break off their ſins by righteonſneſt, and 
their iniguities by ſhewing mercy to the 
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poor; and I have: on danke is. mill be the 
reflaring, and lengthning out of our tran- 
quillity ;. yea, and that our land, will, ere 
long. become an aſylum, or place of refuge, 
to all the perſecuted ſons of Liberty, in eve- 
ry part of the globe, and be filled with 
wiſc and happy men, and. become the Jo, 
1 not envy, of all the earth. 
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And. that it may be 7 in God! s time, 
Let me entreat you devoutly to join with 
me in a preyer for our land, taken from a 
divine model, in the 8 34 p/alm : The ſpirit 
of which, and every principal thought, I 
have carefully transferred to ourſelves „only 
varying the names and a few other things 
peculiar to them: A prayer which points 
out ſo many particulars in our caſe this 
day ; that it might almoſt ſeem to have 
been prophetically compoſed for us. 


O thou ſupreme Jehovah, who . in 
Heaven and earth, and canſt at all times do 
thy pleaſure, even with a words ſpeaking, 


Appear now for us, we carneſtly beſeech 
thee, in this day of our diſtreſs, when in- 
vaded by a cruel and blood · thirſty enemy; 
who are come with a deſign to reduce us 
to /lavery or deſolation. 


They 


uuhat we pleaſe with them, 


ENI 

They are thine enemies in this thing as 
well as ours, being come in a moſt unrighte- 
ous cauſe, without any provocation to jul- 
tify this outrage. | 


And yet they make a noiſe and a tumult 
like the waves of the /ea on which they 
come; and proudly boaſt that they are 
come with ſtrength enough to cruſh us: 
And they even mock our dependance on thee 


to ſave us! 


Keep not thou filente, hold not thy peace, 


fit not ſtill, O God, and ſee us periſh ; but 


ariſe for our help ; and let thy all-power- 
ful word defend us; that the proud may 
know that they are but men, and that God 
is with us, againſt whom they have no 


power. 


We know they have had long con/ulta- 
tions againſt us, and laid their plan with 
all the depth of ſubtilty and crafty wiſdom, 
againſt this thy people, whom thou haſt 


ſo long and ſo wonderfully defended, as an 


hidden treaſure, or as the apple of thine 
eye. | 


They have ſaid—If they will not be our 
ſervants and bond men, and ſuffer us to do 
Come, let 


us 
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us gather a mighty foree from all alone 
far and near, who will lend us aid, and 
Jet us burn their fowns and cities, and 
make their land a deſolation ! 


And, behold, they are even now lea- 
gued together, even many nations, beſides 
our furious brethren the Britons, who are 
principals in this war; and have begun 
the molt deſperate attacks upon us in va- 
rious parts of the land. And, unleſs God 
mercituliy interpoſe and prevent it, nothing 


but blood and aue are to be expcc- 
ted! 


And, notwithſtanding all our warlike 
Preparations, we dare not depend on an 
arm of fleſh to ſave us! O that the battle 
might be the Lords and not ours! 


To this end therefore we pray 


Awake, O Lord, for our help, and come 
and fave us! Awake, OLord, as in ancient 
times! Do unto them, O Lord, if it be 
thy will, as thou didſt unto the Midianites 
and their confederates, and to Szera and 
to Jabin, when they unjuſtly and without 
provocation, invaded thy people : And 
make their lords and nobles and great 
commanders, like Orchb and Zeeb, and like 
Ceba and Zalmunna. Tho' 


8 


Tho' theſe angry brethren profeſs to 
worſhip the ſame God with us, yet, be: 
cauſe it is in ſome- what of a different 
mode, they ſeem ro have ſaid — Come 
let us take the houſes of God in paſſeſſian, 


accordingly they have vented a peculiar 
ſpite againſt the Houſes of God; defaced 


and defiled thy holy and beautiful ſanctua- 
ries, whete our fathers worſhipped thee, 
turning them into houſes of merchandiſe 


and receptacles for beaſts ; ; and ſome of 


them, they have torn in pieces and burned 


with fire! 


What holy indignation ought to ariſe 
in our breaſts on this occaſion ! And will 
not God alſo be angry at ſuch barbarous 
profanity and impiety! Surely thou will 
not hold them guiltleſs, who thus mock 
thee, and bid defiance to heaven as well as 


-rous ? 


Therefore we humbly pray—That ew 
wilt hedge up their way and not ſuffer 
them to proceed and proſper. But, put 


them to flight /peedzly, if it be thine holy 


will, and make them run as faft as a wheel 
downwards, or as fubble or chaff is driven 
before a furious whirlwind : And, as the 
fire conſumes the wood, and ſometimes 


lays 
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lays waſte whole forefts on the mountains, 
ſo let them be laid waſte and conſumed, „ 
they obſtinately perfiſt in their het 


FRO againſt us. 


Lord, raiſe a dreadful erh to afffight 
them, and let thy tremendous ſtorms make 
them quake with fear; and purſue them 
with thine arrows, till they are either de- 
ſtroyed, or brought to ſee that God is with 
us of a truth and fighteth for us, and fo 
return to their own lands, covered with 


ſhame and confuſion ; and bumble them- 
ſelves before thee, and ſeek to appeaſe thine 


anger, by a bitter repentance for their 


murderous deſigns! And let them have 
neither credit nor courage, to come out 
any more againſt us. | 


That fo all the nations ſceing thy 
mighty power and thy marvellous works, 
may no more call themſelves ſupreme; but 
know and acknowledge, that thou art 
God alone, the only Supreme Governor, 


among men, doing whatever pleaſeth thee. 


And ſo let thy glorious name be mag- 
niſied in all the earth till time ſhall be no 
more! And, let all the people ſay, AMEN 
and AMEN L 37S 


